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Foras na Gaeilge

Réamhra

Culra

Bunaiodh an Coiste Comhairleach don Ghaeilge
i mhi Aibreain 2019 mar thionschamh de chuid
Phlean Gniomhaiochta don Ghaeilge an BAI. Is
tri obair an Choiste, den chuid is mo, a chuirtear
bearta an Phlean Ghniomhaiochta don Ghaeilge
i bhfeidhm. Ta sé mar aidhm ag an gCoiste
tionscnaimh a fhorbairt agus a chur chun cinn a
chuirfidh leis an méid Gaeilge a bheidh ar an
raidi6 agus ar an teilifis araon. Taco6idh na
tionscnaimh sin leis na cuig Phriomhsprioc den
Phlean Gniomhaiochta don Ghaeilge a bhaint
amach. Ta BAI agus Foras na Gaeilge ina
gcomhchathaoirligh ar an gCoiste. Ar na baill ta
ionaidaithe 6 RTE, TG4, CRAOL, IBI, SPI agus
Oireachtas na Gaeilge.

Tuairisciu

Gabhann an Coiste air féin tuairisc achomair i
scribhinn a chur faoi bhraid Udaras an BAI agus
Bord Fhoras na Gaeilge ar bhonn bliantil.

Cruinnithe

Socraiodh cruinnithe ar bhonn raithitil do 2020,
agus beartaiodh ionaid chruinnithe a mhalartu idir
oifigi BAl agus Foras na Gaeilge. Mar gheall ar
this COVID-19 agus an dianghlasail ina dhiaidh
sin, cuireadh an chéad chruinnit ar an 25 Marta
ar ceal. Reachtdladh an chuid eile de na
cruinnithe ar line, agus chuaigh siad ar aghaidh
ar na datai seo a leanas:

e 24 Meitheamh 2020
e 16 Mean Fémhair 2020
¢ 9 Nollaig 2020

Introduction
Background

The Irish Language Advisory Committee was
established in April 2019 as an initiative of the BAI
Irish Language Action Plan. It is through the work
of the Committee, for the most part, that the
objectives of the Irish Language Action Plan are
implemented. The aim of the Committee is to
develop and promote initiatives that will help
increase the levels of Irish available to audiences
on both radio and television. These initiatives
support the achievement of the five Key
Objectives of the Irish Language Action Plan. The
committee is co-chaired by the BAI and Foras na
Gaeilge. Membership also includes
representatives from RTE, TG4, CRAOL, IBI, SPI
and Oireachtas na Gaeilge.

Reporting

The Committee commits to report to the BAI
Authority and to the Board of Foras na Gaeilge in
the form of a summary written report on a once-
yearly basis.

Meetings

Meetings were scheduled on a quarterly basis for
2020, and it was planned for meeting venues to
alternate between the offices of BAl and Foras na
Gaeilge. Due to the onset of COVID-19 and the
subsequent lockdown, the first meeting of 25
March was cancelled. Remaining meetings were
conducted online, and took place on the following
dates:

24 June 2020
16 September 2020
9 December 2020
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Achoimre ar Ghniomhaiochtai 2020

Socraiodh ar na tionscnaimh / réimsi focais seo a

leanas a fhorbairt le linn 2020:

e Initchadh leandnach ar an bhféidearthacht a
bhaineann le seirbhis hibrideach raidié don
aos 0g a chur ar bun.

e Forbairt bhreise ar acmhainni tacaiochta do
chraoltoiri.

e Deiseanna comhoibrithe idir chraoltéiri agus
comhroinnt acmhainni.

1. Inidchadh leantnach ar an bhféidearthacht
a bhaineann le seirbhis hibrideach* raidi6
don aos 6g a chur ar bun:

Ceann de na gniomhaiochtai ar dhirigh an Coiste
Combhairleach don Ghaeilge air dul chun cinn a
dhéanamh maidir le bunid/ceadlnu stéisiun raidié
Gaeilge don aos 6g. Cuireadh an Coiste ar an
eolas faoi chainteanna tosaigh maidir le
comhroinnt acmhainni a bhi ar sidl roimhe seo ag
grupa forbartha ar a raibh ionadaithe 6 RTE (2FM,
Raidi6 na Gaeltachta), TG4 agus Conradh na
Gaeilge. | mi an Mheithimh 2020, tugadh cuireadh
d'ionadaithe an ghrapa forbartha freastal ar
chruinniu Coiste d’fhonn na baill a chur ar an eolas
faoi dhul chun cinn an ghripa go dti seo, agus chun
diospdireacht a thost maidir le conas a d’oibreodh
préiseas ceadunaithe do sheirbhis den sort sin
agus cén saghas daoine / grapai eile ba cheart a
bheith san aireamh d’fhonn tionscadal den sort sin
a chur chun cinn. Bhi plé Usaideach ann, agus
Iéirigh an Coiste tacaiocht don tionscadal agus bhi
fonn ar na baill carsai a chur ar aghaidh. Chuige
seo, bunaiodh Foghrapa Coiste, at4 a thiomaint ag
Niamh Ni Churndgin 6 RTE agus ina bhfuil
ionadaiocht 6 Raidi6 na Life, Raidi6 Ri-Ra, 2FM,
Raidié na Gaeltachta agus Conradh na Gaeilge..
Bhuail an foghripa le chéile roinnt uaireanta
d’fhonn abhair mar chomhphairtiocht,
féidearthachtai maidir le comhroinnt acmbhainni,
riachtanais mhaoinithe, agus ardan oirilinach don

Summary of Activities 2020

The following initiatives/areas of focus were
targeted for ongoing development during 2020:

e Ongoing exploration of the potential for a
youth-driven hybrid service for radio.

e Further development of support resources for
broadcasters.

e Cooperation opportunities
sharing for broadcasters.

and resource-

1. Ongoing exploration of the potential for a
youth-driven hybrid* service for radio:

One of the targeted activities of the Irish Language
Advisory Committee has been to progress
developments relating to the proposed
introduction/licensing of an Irish language youth
radio station. The Committee was briefed on initial
talks around resource-sharing that were held in the
past by a development group made up of
representatives from RTE (2FM, Raidi6 na
Gaeltachta), TG4 and Conradh na Gaeilge. In June
2020, representatives of the development group
were invited to attend a Committee meeting in
order to update members on the group’s progress
to date, and to open up a discussion as to how a
licensing process might operate for such a service
and what other persons/groups might be involved
in order to advance such a project. A useful
discussion took place, and the Committee
expressed its support for the project and a desire
to move matters forward. To this end, a Committee
sub-group has been established, which is being
driven by Niamh Ni Churnain of RTE and includes
representatives from Raidié na Life, Raidié Ri-R4,
2FM, Raidi6 na Gaeltachta and Conradh na
Gaeilge. The sub-group has met a number of times
in order to discuss matters such as partnership
involvement, potential for resource-sharing,
funding requirements, and a suitable platform for
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tseirbhis 6ige ata beartaithe a phlé. Is
réamhriachtanas maér é maoinil chun staisian don
aos 6g a bhun; rinne pairtithe eile meastachain de
thart ar € 1m, agus baineann sé seo leis an gcostas
2RN chun seirbhis FM a bhuni (costais
tarchuradora, srl.), bheadh sé seo ar an gcostas is
mé a bheadh i gceist. Bheadh aon trealamh,
ceadunu, agus costais reatha laethula sa bhreis air
seo, agus faoi lathair nil sé soiléir carbh as a
dtiocfadh an maoiniu sin. Ina theannta sin, thug an
Coiste agus an foghripa faoi deara go bhfuil athrd
tagtha le déanai ar an tsli a thagann daoine éga ar
na meain chraolta agus dhigiteacha, agus léirionn
figiGiri JNLR laghdu easpénantuil i lion na n-
éisteoiri 15-24 bliana d’aois. Toisc go bhféadfadh
go mbeadh ardain eile lasmuigh de FM in ann an
spriocghripa seo a mhealladh, moltar taighde
cuimsitheach a dhéanamh d'fhonn imscradud a
dhéanamh ar riachtanais agus mianta an sprioc-
aoisghrupal/lucht féachana ionchasaigh sula
mbunofai aon sheirbhis ata dirithe ar an aos 6g.
Phléigh Comhchathaoirligh an Choiste an
fhéidearthacht atd ann comhthionscnamh taighde
a mhaoinit ina leith seo; ach nior socraiodh ar aon
chinnti buiséadacha go féill.

*Tagraitear don tseirbhis mar sheirbhis
‘hibrideach’ mar faoi lathair, nil spas
leordhéthanach ar an mbanda FM chun seirbhis
nua a oibrid go hiomlan ar an ardan seo. B’fhéidir
go mbeadh féidearthacht ann, afach, do sheirbhis
a chénaisceann craolachan digiteach agus FM. Ta
an Coiste agus an foghrtpa den tuairim gur chéir
taighde a dhéanamh sula mbunéfar seirbhis oGige
d’fhonn an t-ardan (n6é an meascan) is fearr a
roghnu chun seirbhis den sért sin a chur ar bun.

the proposed youth service. Funding is a major pre-
requisite to the establishment of a youth station;
estimates of c.€1m have been made by other
parties, and this relates to the 2RN cost of setting
up an FM service (transmitter costs, etc), which
would be the greatest cost involved. Any
equipment, licensing, and day-to-day running costs
would be additional to this, and it is presently
unclear where such funding could be sourced. In
addition, the Committee and sub-group have noted
that young people’s engagement with broadcast
and digital media has changed in recent times, with
JNLR figures reporting an exponential decrease in
the number of listeners aged 15-24 years old. As
there may be potential for other platforms outside
of FM that could reach this target audience, it is
recommended that comprehensive research be
conducted in order to examine the needs and
wants of the target age group/potential audience
prior to the establishment of any youth-driven
service. The Co-chairs of the Committee have
discussed the potential for funding a joint research
initiative in this regard; however no budgetary
decisions have been made as yet.

*The service is referred to as a ‘hybrid’ service
because currently, there is not sufficient capacity
on the FM band for a new service to operate fully
on this platform. There may, however, be a
possibility for a service that combines digital and
FM broadcasting. The Committee and the
subgroup are of the view that research should be
carried out in advance of the establishment of a
youth service in order to determine the best
platform (or combination) on which to launch such
a service.
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2. Forbairt bhreise ar acmhainni tacaiochta
do chraoltoiri:

Aerthonnta/Eolaire

Aerthonnta: T4 Oireachtas na Gaeilge, a ghlac
ceannas ar reachtail shuiomh gréasain Aerthonnta
0 Raidi6 na Life in 2019, ag forbairt an laithreain
ghréasain chun é a thiontd ina acmhainn nios
praiticilla do chraoltoiri. Chuige sin, rinneadh
taighde i measc craoltdiri (suirbhé / agallaimh)
chun a dtuairimi ar thairbhe an laithreain ghréasain
mar ata sé a mheas agus chun moltai a lorg maidir
leis na hacmhainni a d’fhéadfadh craoltdiri a usaid.
Cuirfidh torthai an taighde bonn eolais ar fail faoi
abhar agus leagan amach an laithreain ghréasain
amach anseo. Leanfaidh an laithrean ag feidhmit
mar acmhainn don phobal, le liostai cothrom le
data de chlair Ghaeilge ata & gcraoladh ar fud na
tire gach la.

Bunachar sonrai Eolaire: Cruthaiodh riomh-aip
ionas gur féidir le daoine até liofa sa Ghaeilge ata
ag iarraidh cur isteach ar phoist chraolachain do
chlair Ghaeilge claru le Eolaire. Chomh maith leis
sin, ta proéiseas curtha i bhfeidhm chun a chinntid
go bhfuil an fhaisnéis ata claraithe baili go hiomlan.
Ta tastail curtha i gcrich ar an ngné seo d’Eolaire
agus ta an tseirbhis fograithe agus ag feidhmiu
anois déibh siud ar mian leo claru leis. Is féidir
teacht ar Eolaire tri shuiomh gréaséin Aerthonnta.
Is iad na chéad chéimeanna eile nd an céras logéala
isteach d’earcaitheoiri ag na staisilin éagsula a
Usaideann an eolaire a thabhairt chun criche agus
earcaitheoiri a chur ar an eolas faoi chonas an leas
is fearr a bhaint as an acmhainn.

Ta na tionscnaimh thuas a maoiniu ag an BAI tri
fho-bhuiséad Eagsulachta (Gaeilge) Foghlaim
agus Forbartha Earndla BAL.

2. Further development of support resources
for broadcasters:

Aerthonnta/Eolaire

Aerthonnta: Oireachtas na Gaeilge, who took over
the running of the Aerthonnta website from Raidio
na Life in 2019, are developing the website to make
it into a more practical resource for broadcasters.
To this end, research has been conducted among
broadcasters (survey/interviews) to assess their
views on the usefulness of the website as it stands
and seeking suggestions for resources that could
be used by broadcasters. The research results will
inform the content and layout of the website going
forward. The site will continue to serve as a
resource for the public, with up-to-date listings of
Irish language programmes being broadcast
throughout the country every day.

Eolaire database: A program app has been created
so that people who are fluent in Irish who want to
apply for broadcasting jobs for Irish language
programs can register with Eolaire. Also, a process
has been put in place to ensure that the information
registered is fully valid. Testing is complete on this
aspect of Eolaire and the service is now advertised
and operational for those who wish to register.
Eolaire can be accessed via Aerthonnta. Next
steps are to finalise the log-in system for recruiters
at the various stations using the directory and to
provide demonstrations to such recruiters on how
to make the most of the resource.

The above initiatives are funded by the BAI through
the Diversity (Irish) sub-budget of BAI Sectoral
Learning & Development.
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Acmhainn foghlama Gaeilge do chraoltéiri

In 2020, chuir an BAI méid beag maoinithe ar fail
don Choiste chun tacu le tionscnamh forbartha
Gaeilge. Chomhaontaigh na baill an méid beag seo
a usdaid chun cursa féin-rochtana ar line a chur ar
bun do chraoltdiri raidié. Faoi lathair ta Gaelchulttr
ag cur bailchrioch ar dhearadh an chursa ar an
suiomh gréaséin r-fhoghlama ranganna.com. Ta
an acmhainn dirithe ar chraoltéiri raidié ar mian leo
a gceuid scileanna a fhorbairt chun clar a chur i
lathair tri mhean na Gaeilge. Is é aidhm an chirsa
cabhra le craoltoiri Gaeilge nios cruinne agus nios
nadurtha a labhairt agus téarmaiocht cheart a
Usaid. Direoidh gach aonad den chirsa ar abhar
difridil, e.g., beannud don lucht féachana, amhran /
mir a chur i lathair. Beidh comhaid fuaime do gach
téarma agus frasa ar fail mar chabhair fuaimnithe.
Beidh an cuarsa ar fail ar ranganna.com, ach beifear
in ann é a leabu ar shuiomhanna eile freisin, e.g.,
Aerthonnta. Cé go mbeidh an cursa féin-mhuinte,
td an deis ann tuilleadh forbartha a dhéanamh
amach anseo, mar shampla, foghlaim sa seomra
ranga noé ceardlanna bunaithe ar an gcirsa ar line.
Cuirfear an cursa ar fail d’fhoghlaimeoiri i R1 2021.

3. Deiseanna Comhoibrithe agus comhroinnt
acmhainni do chraoltoiri

Leanann RTE agus TG4 orthu ag obair i bpairt le
chéile d’fhonn tuilleadh deiseanna a fhorbairt chun
abhar clar Gaeilge agus nuacht a roinnt.Ta Raidio
na Life ag fail abhar nuachta Gaeilge até roinnte 6
fhoinsi CSP i gconai, agus Uséidtear an t-abhar
seo chun cur leis an solathar nuachta aige. Beidh
nios mé na 700 uair an chloig d’dbhar Gaeilge
craolta ag RTE faoi dheireadh 2020. Ta fochoiste
Gaeilge bunaithe ag Screen Producers Ireland
agus ta sé ar intinn ag an bhfoghripa seo dul i
dteagmhail le TG4 agus RTE chun proétacail a
aontd maidir le comhroinnt clar ata déanta ag
cuideachtai Iéirilchain neamhspleacha, agus chun
an coiste a choinneail ar an eolas faoi dhul chun
cinn sa bhliain amach romhainn.

Irish-language learning resource for
broadcasters

In 2020, the BAI made a small amount of funding
available to the Committee to support an Irish
Language development initiative. Members agreed
to use this small amount to set up a self-access
online course for radio broadcasters. Gaelchultar
are currently in the final stages of designing the
course on the e-learning website ranganna.com.
The resource is aimed at radio broadcasters who
wish to develop their skills in presenting a
programme through Irish. The goal of the course is
to help broadcasters to speak more accurate and
natural Irish and to use correct terminology. Each
unit of the course will focus on a different topic,
e.g., greeting the audience, introducing a song/an
item. All terms and phrases will be accompanied by
audio files as a pronunciation aid. The course will
be available on ranganna.com, but it will also be
possible to embed it on other sites, e.g.,
Aerthonnta. While the course is self-taught, there
is potential for further development in the future, for
example, classroom-based learning or workshops
based on the online course. The course will be
made available to learners in Q1 2021.

3. Cooperation opportunities and resource-
sharing for broadcasters.

RTE and TG4 continue to work together in order to
develop further opportunities for the sharing of Irish
language programme and news content. Raidio na
Life continues to receive Irish-language news
content shared from PSB sources and uses this
material to enhance its news bulletin content. RTE
will have broadcast more than 700 hours of Irish
language content by the end of 2020. Screen
Producers Ireland have created an Irish-language
sub-committee and there are plans for the sub-
group to engage with TG4 and RTE to agree on
protocols around content-sharing of programmes
made by independent production companies and
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Aoichainteoiri a rinne cur i lathair don Choiste
le linn 2020

Mar a luadh thuas, bhi Dan Healy (2FM) agus
Gearoid Mac Donncha (Raidi6 na Gaeltachta), 6n
ngrupa forbartha do sheirbhis raidi6 Gaeilge don
aos 06g, i lathair ag cruinnit mhi an Mheithimh agus
thug siad eolas don choiste ar ghniomhaiochtai go
dti seo agus na spriocanna at4 ag an ngrupa don
todhchai. | Mean Fémhair, rinne Julian De Spéinn
(Conradh na Gaeilge) cur i lathair a thug achoimre
ar a dhearcadh ar Phlean Gniomhaiochta don
Ghaeilge an BAI agus rinne moltai maidir le cur
chuige éagsuil don choiste agus d’iarr sé an t-eolas
is déanai ar thionscadail éagsula. D’aontaigh an
Coiste go gcoinneofai Julian ar an eolas faoi
thionscadail leaninacha an Choiste. Ag cruinnid
mhi na Nollag, rinne Dr John Walsh 6 NUIG cur i
lathair a thug achoimre ar dhréacht-thorthai a
thionscadail taighde ar Usaid na Gaeilge ar na
medin chraolta agus d’'fhreagair sé ceisteanna. Ta
stil ag John Walsh go mbeidh an tuairisc
criochnaithe faoi Mi Mharta 2021 agus é a
sheoladh le linn Sheachtain na Gaeilge.

Nuashonruithe eile don Choiste:

Tionscadal Bailiuchdin Sonrai Gaeilge BAL:
Cuireadh dréacht-tuarascail faoi bhraid an choiste
agus iarradh aiseolas 6 na baill. Nior thainig aon
cheist chun cinn agus t4 an tuarascail a haistrii go
Gaeilge faoi lathair. Foilseofar i ar shuiomh
gréasain BAl i R1 2021.

Foghripa don Ghaeilge - Media Literacy
Ireland: Cuireadh an Coiste ar an eolas faoi bhunu
foghripa MLI don Ghaeilge le déanai. Tugadh
cuireadh do bhaill an Choiste a bheith péirteach sa
lionra.

to keep the committee updated on progress in the
coming year.

Guest speakers who made presentations to
the Committee during 2020

As mentioned above, Dan Healy (2FM) and
Gearoid Mac Donncha (Raidi6é na Gaeltachta), of
the development group for an Irish-language youth
service for radio, attended the June meeting and
updated the committee on previous activities of the
group and its hopes for the future. In September,
Julian De Spainn (Conradh na Gaeilge) gave a
presentation which outlined his perspective on the
BAl's Irish Language Action Plan. He also
suggested some approaches for the committee
and requested updates on various projects. The
Committee agreed to keep Julian informed on
ongoing Committee initiatives. At the December
meeting, Dr. John Walsh of NUIG gave a
presentation which outlined the draft findings of his
research project on the use of Irish in the broadcast
media and answered any questions arising. John
Walsh hopes to have the report completed by
March 2021 and to launch it during Seachtain na
Gaeilge.

Other updates to the Committee:

BAI Irish Language Data Collection Project: A
draft report was presented to the committee and
feedback was sought from members. No queries
arose and the report is currently being translated
and will be published on the BAI website in Q1
2021.

Media Literacy Ireland - Irish language
subgroup: The Committee was informed of the
establishment of MLI’s recent subgroup for the Irish
Language. An invitation was extended to members
of the Committee to join the network.
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Cathaoirleacht:

Beidh Michael O’Keeffe agus Eamonn O hArgain
ag éiri as mar Chomhchathaoirligh an Choiste.
Beidh Fionnuala Murphy ina Chathaoirleach
amach anseo ar son an BAI. Ceapfaidh Foras na
Gaeilge Comhchathaoirleach nua in am tratha.

Raiteas Deiridh le Michael O’Keeffe

agus Eamonn O hArgain

Agus muid ag fagail slan ag an gCoiste, ba mhaith
linn buiochas a ghabhail leis na baill as a
rannphairtiocht leantnach ag cruinnithe agus as a
dtiomantas tionschaimh an choiste a stidradh. Is
trid an tacaiocht agus an comhoibrill leaninach
seo is féidir &bhar clar Gaeilge a chur chun cinn i
measc craoltéiri agus a chothd sa todhchai.
Guimid gach rath ar na Cathaoirligh nua agus ar
bhaill an choiste sa bhliain amach romhainn.

Michael O’Keeffe (BAI),
Eamonn O hArgain (Foras na Gaeilge),
Comhchathaoirligh an Choiste, 2020

Chairperson:

Michael O’Keeffe and Eamonn O hArgain will be
stepping down as Co-Chairs of the Committee.
Fionnuala Murphy will chair future meetings on
behalf of the BAI. Foras na Gaeilge will appoint a
new joint Chairperson in due course.

Concluding Statement by Michael
O’Keeffe and Eamonn O hArgain

As we take leave of the Committee, we wish to
thank the members for their ongoing engagement
at meetings and their commitment to driving the
initiatives of the committee. It is through this
continuous support and co-operation that Irish
language programme content can be championed
among broadcasters and nurtured into the future.
We wish the incoming Chairs and committee
members every success in the year ahead.

Michael O’Keeffe (BAl),
Eamonn O hArgain (Foras na Gaeilge),
Committee Co-Chairs, 2020




